
1. Before proceeding, the cat must be anesthetized.

2. Examine the cat’s ears for ear mites and ticks. (Careful examination 
of community cats is important because this may be their only 
opportunity for medical care). Clean ears using gauze or Q-tips 
soaked in Epi-Otic or other ear-cleaning solution. Apply Revolution, 
Frontline or Advantage Multi topically between the cat’s shoulder 
blades, as prescribed by veterinarian.

3. Using gauze or cotton balls soaked in a sterile scrub solution, scrub 
the tip of the left ear.  

4. Hold a straight hemostat across the top quarter-inch of the left ear, 
applying gentle pressure. To avoid damaging tissues beneath the 
ear tip, never clamp the hemostat beyond the first set of interlocking 
teeth (the lightest pressure setting). See the photo on the right.

5. The top quarter-inch of the left ear should be removed,* cutting 
straight across with straight-edge, sharp scissors. (Using scissors 
will cause less bleeding than a scalpel blade, but scissors must be 
wiped down with a sterile scrub after each use. Scalpel blades must 
be replaced after each use.)

 For kittens, the amount removed will be less than a quarter-inch.  
The actual amount removed is determined by the size of the kitten (less on young kittens and more on 
older kittens). 

Ear-tipping  
community cats
(Adapted from protocols developed by Neighborhood Cats, and used with permission.)

 When community cats are correctly ear-tipped, the tips of their left ears have a straight edge, and only 
a quarter-inch has been removed.

6. If using a cautery tool (preferred method), apply light pressure to the cut edge of the ear to cauterize 
the cut area. Otherwise, prepare a hemostatic paste ahead of time by mixing Kwik Stop or other 
styptic powder with just enough lidocaine to make a thin paste. Apply the paste across the cut surface 
with a Q-tip. This will reduce the amount of head-shaking that occurs during recovery. The paste 
should stop the bleeding once the gentle pressure of the hemostat is removed. If bleeding continues, 
apply more paste and, if necessary, reapply pressure for a short time.
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Photo courtesy of PetSmart Charities, Inc.TM and Sherrie 
Buzby Photography. 

*If the left ear is damaged or unhealthy, it may be necessary to tip the right ear. Although it’s standard practice to tip the left ear, it’s still common 
practice in some regions of the country to tip the right ear. It’s important to conform to local norms. If there is no right-ear local norm, the left ear 
should be tipped by default. 


